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Abstract 

Reading plays a fundamental role in language acquisition, serving as a 

gateway to vocabulary development, grammatical awareness, and 

cross-cultural literacy. At the A1 level of the CEFR, learners are expected 

to understand simple texts related to familiar themes such as personal 

details, daily routines, and surrounding objects. However, conventional 

teaching materials often fall short in providing the supportive, engaging, 

and multisensory experiences that beginners need. The integration of 

iSpring Suite can address these gaps by offering interactive, 

scenario-based reading tasks that align with Constructivist Learning 

Theory, which posits that learners build knowledge through active, 

meaningful engagement (Piaget, Vygotsky). Additionally, iSpring 

leverages the principles of Cognitive Load Theory (Sweller), using 

multimedia formats—text, audio, visuals—to reduce memory strain and 

enhance comprehension. This aligns with Communicative Language 

Teaching (CLT), which promotes authentic communication through 

real-life scenarios and dialogues. Despite its advantages, the use of 

iSpring should be critically examined. Developing quality modules 

demands significant time and expertise. Accessibility issues, such as 

limited internet or device availability, may hinder its reach. Moreover, 

excessive reliance on digital tools could overlook essential social and 

cultural aspects of language learning. Nonetheless, when grounded in 

sound pedagogy and implemented thoughtfully, iSpring Suite offers a 

dynamic, learner-centered approach to reading instruction. Its adaptability, 

interactive features, and immediate feedback mechanisms have the 

potential to significantly improve reading proficiency among A1-level 

French learners.. 
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Introduction 

Reading is a foundation block of language learning, a gateway to vocabulary, sensitivity to 

grammar, and literacy across cultures. At CEFR's A1 level, students should be capable of reading 

simple texts about familiar topics, like personal information, routines, and objects around them. 

Conventional texts for teaching, though, do not offer students the scaffolded, engaging, and 

multisensory experience needed by beginners. 

With today's technology, teachers need to go beyond traditional resources and try out new 

technology that targets students from where they are—digitally equipped, visually oriented, and 

driven by interactivity. Here, iSpring Suite is positioned as a useful instrument for constructing 

French reading skills at A1 level using interactivity-based learning strategies for learner 

autonomy, contextualization, and mental reinforcement. 

 
Theoretical Foundations for Interactive Learning at A1 Level 

Several major pedagogical theories explain why learning should be interactive in a foreign 

language class: Theory of Constructivist Learning (Piaget, Vygotsky): Learners construct their 

own active engagement with knowledge. This principle lies behind iSpring's use of simulation 

and branching narratives. For example, if pictures are included when text is printed, cognitive 

load is reduced. Information plays a smaller burden on your mind. Communicative Language 

Teaching (CLT): Authentic, real-life communication tasks are pitched into scenario-based 

activities and dialogues produced inside iSpring. These conceptual frameworks lay the 

educational foundation for combining iSpring Suite with pedagogy. This means that tomorrow's 

teachers are not only able to use technically advanced processes, but also build solid educational 

activities which can stand up under scrutiny. 

 

A1-Level French Reading Skills: Characteristics and Challenges 

At the A1 level, learners are typically just beginning their journey in French language acquisition. 

Their reading skills are shaped by several limitations: 

- Limitedvocabulary (approximately 500–1000 frequently used words). 
- Basic sentence structures focused on the present tense and subject-verb-object patterns. 
- Reliance on contextual clues such as images or audio support. 
- Short attention spans when working with lengthy or unengaging texts. 
- Consequently, effective reading materials at this level must be: 
- Short and straightforward. 

http://journal.unj.ac.id/unj/index.php/franconesia
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- Rich in visual and/or auditory context. 
- Supported by interactive tasks 
- Reinforced with instant feedback. 

 
The Role of Interactive Learning in Language Acquisition 

Interactive learning shifts the role of the learner from passive recipient to active participant. 

Instead of merely reading and answering questions, learners engage with content through 

simulations, multimedia, and immediate feedback loops. 

According to constructivist learning theory (Piaget, Vygotsky), knowledge is constructed actively 

by the learner through experience and interaction. This approach is particularly beneficial for 

language learning because it: 

- Encourages deeper cognitive processing. 
- Improves retention through repetition and contextualization. 
- Supports diverse learning styles (visual, auditory, kinesthetic). 
- Increases motivation through gamified elements and real-time feedback. 

 
Why iSpring Suite? 

iSpring Suite is an authoring toolkit that integrates seamlessly with Microsoft PowerPoint and 

allows educators to build interactive eLearning courses, including: 

- Quizzes (multiple choice, drag-and-drop, matching). 
- Dialogue simulations. 
- Voice-over narration. 
- Clickable vocabulary and glossary features. 
- SCORM/xAPI exports for Learning Management Systems (LMS). 

These features are ideal for beginner-level language learners and enable the creation of engaging 

and pedagogically sound materials. 

 
Applying iSpring Suite to A1-Level French Reading Activities 

Here are several ways iSpring Suite can be applied to improve reading comprehension at the A1 

level: 

a. Interactive Texts with Built-In Comprehension Checks 
iSpring allows educators to create texts embedded with interactive questions: 

- A reading passage titled “Ma journée typique” (My typical day) can be followed by a 
multiple-choice quiz. 

- Hover-over or clickable words provide translations and images. 
- Feedback after each question helps learners identify and correct mistakes. 

 
b. Multimedia-Enhanced Reading 

Combining audio and visuals improves understanding and engagement: 

- Add a native speaker’s voiceover to the reading passage. 
- Pair each paragraph with relevant illustrations or animations. 
- Use synchronized text and audio to assist pronunciation and intonation. 
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c. Dialogue Simulations and Scenario-Based Learning 

UsingiSpring TalkMaster, teachers can build role-play style conversations: 

- Learners choose how to respond in a simulated dialogue (e.g., a conversation at a café). 
- Each choice leads to a different response, reinforcing comprehension and contextual 

usage. 

 
d. Gamified Reading Activities 

Gamification increases learner motivation: 

- Use drag-and-drop exercises to match vocabulary from the text with definitions or 
images. 

- Sort sentences from a story into the correct sequence. 
- Provide badges or points as rewards for successful completion. 

 
e. Progress Tracking and Feedback via LMS 

iSpring courses can be integrated with LMS platforms (e.g., Moodle, Canvas), allowing teachers 

to: 

- Monitor individual learner performance. 
- Identify specific areas of difficulty. 
- Adjust instruction based on analytics. 

 

Sample Module Overview 

Asample A1-level French reading lesson using iSpring might include: 
 

Component Activity 

Title Slide Bienvenue dans “Ma journée typique” 

Reading Passage Text with clickable words and images 

Audio Support Voiceover by native French speaker 

Quiz 5 question comprehension quiz 

Drag-and-Drop Sequence daily routine images correctly 

Scenario Choose response in a dialogue simulation 

Feedback Slide Score summary with explanations 

Certificate/Badge Optional reward for completion 

 
 

 

Potential Challenges and Solutions 

While iSpring Suite offers many advantages, there may be some challenges in implementation: 

- Some learners might be unfamiliar with interactive learning formats. To address this, 
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educators should include clear navigation instructions and simple user interfaces. 

- Limited access to digital devices or internet connectivity may hinder participation. 
Offering offline versions of the content or mobile-friendly formats can help bridge this 
gap. 

- Teachers might find it time-consuming to create interactive content from scratch. This can 
be mitigated by using available templates or adapting existing PowerPoint materials 
with iSpring’s tools. 

 

 

Conclusion 

Optimizing French reading skills at the A1 level requires a pedagogical approach that goes 

beyond traditional worksheets and static texts. At this foundational stage, learners need more 

than just exposure to vocabulary and grammar; they need support in building confidence, 

fostering curiosity, and developing comprehension in a way that feels relevant and achievable. 

 
The integration of interactive learning through platforms like iSpring Suite offers a 

transformative way to meet these needs. By embedding multimedia elements, such as audio 

recordings and visual aids, and interactive components like quizzes, drag-and-drop activities, 

and dialogue simulations, educators can create a learning experience that is not only informative 

but also engaging and enjoyable. These features help to reduce learner anxiety, increase 

retention, and promote a more immersive understanding of the French language. 

 
Moreover, iSpring Suite allows for the personalization of learning experiences through 

immediate feedback and adaptable modules, enabling learners to progress at their own pace. 

The ability to track student progress and identify areas of improvement also provides educators 

with valuable insights to tailor instruction more effectively. 

 
Despite some challenges in implementation—such as technological limitations or the initial 

learning curve for educators—these can be overcome through training, planning, and the 

strategic use of ready-made templates. The long-term benefits far outweigh the initial 

investment of time and effort. 

 
In conclusion, the combination of A1-level content, sound pedagogical strategies, and the power of 

interactivity opens up new possibilities for effective language acquisition. iSpring Suite serves as a 

bridge between conventional teaching and innovative digital learning, ultimately fostering a stronger 

foundation in reading comprehension for beginner French learners. By embracing such tools, 

educators not only optimize learning outcomes but also empower students to take ownership of their 

language journey with confidence and enthusiasm. 

. 
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