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Education in Malaysia

The education system in Malaysia is centralized and top-down 
Overseen by the Ministry of Education (MoE).

Each state and federal territory has an Education Department to 
co-ordinate educational matters.

The main legislation governing education is the Education Act of 
1996.

The Malaysian government provides free education for primary 
and secondary level11 years for each student
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EDUCATION SYSTEM IN MALAYSIA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

MINISTER OF EDUCATION Centralized, top-down system Standardized 
curriculum prepared by CDD

STATE EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

Primary School AND Secondary School

STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

DISTRICT EDUCATION OFFICER Primary School & Secondary School

DISTRICT EDUCATION OFFICE 

SCHOOLPRINCIPAL, HEADMASTER, SENIOR ASSISTANTS, HEAD OF PANEL, 

Teachers & Students
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Primary Education Primary Education is 
compulsory in Malaysia

Multilingual public schools

Private schools

Home education / Homeschooling

Children enter primary schools at age 7 for a period of 6 years

There are 2 different types of government-run primary schools:

National schools - normal government schools

National type schools - vernacular schools which have either Chinese or 
Tamil as the main language for instruction
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Secondary Education

Secondary Education is divided into the following phases:

Transitional Class

Only for national-type primary school students who have failed 
Malay Language subject in UPSR

Lower Secondary First 3 years (Form 1 to 3)

General education 

Upper Secondary Following 2 years (Form 4 and 5) Either the arts 
or the science stream according to personal choice and teacher 
advice
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Secondary Education Secondary schools 
are subdivided into 3 types:

National schools

National type schools

Religious schools

Other types of government or government-aided secondary schools:

Religious Secondary School (Sekolah Menengah Agama)

Technical Schools (Sekolah Menengah Teknik)

Fully Residential Schools (Sekolah Berasrama Penuh)

MARA Junior Science College (Maktab Rendah Sains MARA)
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Secondary Education The Cluster 
School of Excellence

a merit system implemented in Malaysiagranted to High Achieving 
Schools

given wider autonomy in administration

extra allocation for advancement of specific fields like academics, 
sports and extra-curricular activities.

Admissions are very selective

reserved for students who demonstrate outstanding academic 
achievement and potential at the primary level.

These schools are either full-time day or boarding schools.
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Post Secondary Education

Students from public secondary school would have choices of:

Studying Form 6 for STPM

The matriculation

Some universities also offer foundation and diploma program for 
post-secondary students
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Tertiary Education

Currently, the number of tertiary institutions in Malaysia are as 
follow:

37 private universities

20 private university colleges

7 foreign university branch campuses

414 private colleges
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NATIONAL EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY

“Education in Malaysia is an ongoing effort towards further
developing the potential of individuals in a holistic and integrated
manner so as to produce individuals who are intellectually,
spiritually, emotionally, physically balanced and harmonious,
based on a firm belief in and devotion to God. Such an effort is
design to produce Malaysian citizens who are knowledgeable and
competent, who possess high moral standards, and who are
responsible and capable of achieving a high level of personal well-
being as well as being able to contribute to the betterment of the
family, the society and the nation at large”
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MALAYSIAN TEACHER EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY (MTEP)

To produce a noble teacher, whose view is scientific and
progressive, ready to uphold the nation aspiration and
respect the culture, guarantee individual growth and
preserved one society who is united, democratic,
progressive and discipline.
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The characteristic of the MTEP

• To produce noble teacher 

• Scientific and Progressive 

• Uphold the nation aspiration 

• Respect the culture 

• To assure individual growth

• To unite society 

• Democratic, Progressive and Disciplined
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Education is the process of teaching and learning. As a degree, it prepares 
you to work as a teacher in schools, primarily in preschools, primary 
schools and secondary schools.

Teacher education will equip with the skills, tools and concepts required in 
the teaching profession. learn various teaching-learning methods, 
understand how to deliver the curriculum effectively to different types of 
learners and determine how to assess a student’s performance.

The opportunity to specialise in a particular area, such as specific 
subjects (e.g. arts and humanities education, mathematics and science 
education), a specific level (e.g. early childhood education for young 
children) or a specific area of education (e.g. educational assessment and 
testing; educational management, planning and policies).
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Studying an Education Course in Malaysia

1. Public colleges and universities – UTM, UPM, UKM, USM,UPSI, 
UTHM etc

2. Private colleges and universities

3. Institut Pendidikan Guru (IPG) – all around Malaysia
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Career with an Education Degree

Teacher
School Counsellor
Community Education Officer
Curriculum Developer
Learning Mentor
Teaching Assistant
Early Years Teacher
English As A Foreign Language Teacher
Special Education Teacher
Education Technology Specialist
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Skills required for Educators
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What is Early Childhood Education
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Career Options with an Early Childhood 
Education Course

•ECE Curriculum Developer

•ECE Lecturer

•Educational Toy Consultant

•Kindergarten (Tadika) Teacher

•Pre-school (Taska) Teacher

•Pre-school / Kindergarten Owner

•Pre-school / Kindergarten Principal

•Private / International School Teacher (Pre-school Level)



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y

MALAYSIA EDUCATION BLUEPRINT



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y

A shift from traditional university education to more skills-based learning, such as 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET), is seen as crucial in 
preparing students for the workforce.

As Malaysia looks ahead, the focus will be on empowering educators, embracing 
new teaching methodologies and building stronger community ties to ensure a 
more inclusive, resilient and future-ready education system.



w
w

w
.u

tm
.m

y

01 02 03MOSQUE – CENTER OF 
EDUCATION

UTM VIEW ACCOMADATION HOSTEL
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FACULTY OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES & 
TECHNOLOGY (FEST)
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