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1. Introduction

Child development is the process by which a child changes gradually(Armeth Daud Al Kahar & Anjani Putri,
2023). It encompasses the entire timeframe and all aspects of development. Child development describes how
children grow and change. An understanding of child development is necessary to support and provide stimulus
effectively. In addition, it can also provide teaching with good planning and evaluation based on professional
knowledge(Istiana & Pamungkas, 2023).

Art development in early childhood consists of six aspects: cognitive, social emotional, language, religion
and morals, physical motor, and art. Art development in eatly childhood also includes the ability to explore, express
oneself, imagine with movement, music, drama, and other arts, as well as the ability to give appreciation to works of
art, movement, dance, and drama.(Jang et al., 2020). Art development in children at an eatly age is certainly as
important as physical development. Optimal art development must also be considered so that it can develop optimally
without inhibiting other developments(Sari, 2020).

The development of art aspects in children is very important especially during their early developmental
period(Azyanti et al., 2013). Art activities that involve children's senses can support children's creativity. Learning art
can also train cooperation between children with each other (Mustari et al., 2024).(Mustari et al., 2024).. Learning
strategy is the proper and effective optimization of all elements involved in the learning process, such as media,
methods, goals, teachers, students, learning environment, and evaluation (Sari, 2020). It ensures that learning takes
place effectively and efficiently. To optimize eatly childhood art development, teachers must understand appropriate
and effective approaches to adapt to children's developmental stages and the way they learn to learn. Then what
strategies can be done to optimise children's development, especially in the field of att? Depatting from these
problems, the researcher is interested in conducting this research to provide an overview of what activities can be
given to children in the field of art and how strategies can be carried out to optimise the artistic development of each

child.

The development of adult art skills is different from the level of art development of early childhood.
Children's brain development during eatly childhood is very rapid, reaching 80%. This development reaches 25% at
birth in the world, 50% at the age of 4, and 80% at the age of 8 (Fatmawati & Muhammad Abdul Latif, 2019). Thus,
the most promising potential will emerge and develop rapidly during this sensitive period. Demonstration and
performance approaches in early childhood or kindergarten learning approaches are considered as fun and engaging
art learning objectives according to researchers(Jang et al., 2020). The most suitable method or pattern for art learning

strategies can help to develop art learning in the best way at PAUD jabal rahmah Yogyakarta.

Therefore, during this period it is very important to develop all aspects of child development. However, in
some early childhood education institutions, it is found that the development of art when compared to other
developments, children are considered not very important (Lubis et al., 2022). In addition, the lack of teacher
knowledge in developing artistic creativity in children so that in some institutions only prioritize reading, writing and

counting activities.

This is not the case with one PAUD in Yogyakarta. In order to maximize all aspects of child development
and play needs, Jabal Rahmah PAUD provides a lot of structured extracurricular art activities. Jabal Rahmah PAUD
is an Islamic school with a full day school and regular system. Art activities taught at school are painting, karate,
dance, public speaking, drumband, swimming, and modeling. art activities are included in extracurriculars which are
divided into compulsory and optional extracurriculars. In the compulsory extracurriculars there are painting, karate,

dance, public speaking, drumband. As for the optional extracurriculars, there are swimming and modeling.

Children's art development at an eatly age is different from adult art development because there ate
limitations in some aspects of their development.(Turhusna & Solatun, 2020). For example, early childhood cognitive
development continues to grow, which causes the development of their knowledge and experience in expressing art,

and the development of physical motor skills, especially fine motor skills, is still not fully developed, which causes
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carly childhood's ability to create imperfectly (Tuthusna & Solatun, 2020).(Turhusna & Solatun, 2020). So, teachers'
efforts to help children learn fine arts must be tailored to their abilities.

Art learning is very important for young children in kindergarten because it can be useful to help them
express what they already know and feel through art (Mujiyem & Pamungkas, 2022). According to some opinions,
art can be used as a tool to express feelings, ideas, ideas, and what children think (Citrowati, Endang, 2019). In
addition, children have the ability to communicate or convey their lives, hopes, and world in a unique way through
art (Mayar et al., 2022).

Appropriate learning strategies must be owned by teachers in carrying out the above activities so that they
can optimize children's art development. Therefore, to improve children's art development, not only the right
techniques and media are needed but the teachet's approach in structuring learning, approaches, resources, and other
factors greatly affect the child's leatning process. therefore, teachers must have accurate ways to maximize children's
learning process. based on this, the reseatcher aims to find out the teachet's strategy in creating fun art learning for

students at paud jabal rahmah Yogyakarta.

2. Method

This research is descriptive qualitative and designed using case studies, in accordance with the problems
studied. The purpose of this study is to explain the methods teachers use to make art learning fun for students in
kindergarten. This study was conducted for one month, during April 2024. The principal, art coordinator, and
classroom teachers were the subjects of this study. This research was conducted at PAUD jabal rahmah by directly
observing each centre and extracurricular class that has been scheduled. in addition to interviewing extracurricular
teachers, researchers also conducted interviews with art teachers at school, class teachers and also the principal to
harmonise the results of research on the strategies used, the challenges faced, and how schools face challenges in
optimising children in the arts. To collect data, observation, interview, and documentation were used. Reducing data,
presenting data, and drawing conclusions are the three components of data analysis using the Miles Huberman
model.(Sti Annisa & Mailani, 2023). In addition, sources and triangulation techniques were also used in testing the
validity of this study's data.

3. Result

This study aims to explain how teachers design fun art learning for children at an early age in kindergarten.
Data on the implementation of art-related learning activities were obtained from interviews with teachers and
principals. These results were then validated and cross-checked through data from documentation such as syllabi,
schedules, and photos of each activity to ensure that they were relevant.(Fitriani, 2017). Since teachers are the real
actors in the center learning activities, researchers should conduct interviews with teachers if they want to get accurate
information. Documentation is used as a reference to obtain documents related to the implementation of art learning
in Jabal Rahmah PAUD, such as data, syllabus, schedule, or pictures of activities.

PAUD Jabal rahmah institution is an Islamic school with a full day school system. The curriculum used by
Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD is the Merdeka curriculum which is based on Islam. so all learning theme activities
are integrated with religion. Although using the independent curriculum Jabal rahmah PAUD has a special advantage
with the educational program provided. Jabal rahmah PAUD has advantages in educational programs including:
tahfidz, tasmi' al-qur'an & Hadith, introduction to Indonesian, Javanese, English, and Arabic. Life skills and special

days that are varied & innovative.

Jabal Rahmah PAUD has a vision to give children an understanding of Islam that is kaffah, morally
kharimah, independent personality, Achievement from an early age. From this vision, a mission is made as a step to
achieve what is the school's goal including: Always instill in students to love Allah and His messenger and be proud
of the Qur'an and Al-Hadist as a guide to life, Creating a sustainable religious life between physical, spiritual and
intellectual aspects, Fostering motivation to love worship and do good deeds, Exploring potential from an eatly age,

prioritizing quality and reducing costs, and innovating in contemporary learning.
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Based on this, PAUD jabal rahmah hopes to create an Islamic generation with character and culture, help
parents provide the stimulation needed by early childhood in accordance with child development, help parents
commit to religious child education, explore the potential of intelligence interests according to the level of

developmental achievement and ability, and foster a spirit of competition.

4. Discussion

The In Jabal Rahmah PAUD, art learning is combined with the development of cognitive, social and
emotional skills, physical motor skills, language, and religious and moral values. According to the Directorate of Early
Childhood Education, integrated learning processes in early childhood education should be a top priority as children
have different types of potential that should be maximized in various abilities that will help them overcome problems
in the future. Apart from that, Jabal Rahmah PAUD continues to pay attention to individual differences in art
learning. Learning activities in the arts at school are aligned with the interests, abilities, age and developmental stages
of the child, the sex or gender of the child, and the environment around the student.(Turhusna & Solatun, 2020).

The basic guidelines for the implementation of education in Jabal Rahmah PAUD are priotitizing children's
needs, game-based education, a conducive learning environment, an emphasis on improving abilities, the use of

various learning resources and media, and slow and repetitive implementation.

Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD has a special teacher from outside for all its art activities. The drum band
teacher at Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD is Mr. Ahyar. Public speaking teacher named m. fatana. Fine arts teacher
named Mr. Suyanto, as for the dance teacher named Mrs. Wiwin. The delivery of drumband music learning materials
at the beginning was carried out with the introduction of drumband musical instruments and how to use them, then
continued with the introduction of children's songs, folk songs, religious songs to national songs. It is very important
to choose the right song, namely the song must be in accordance with the abilities and characteristics of the child.
Art educators first provide number notation then children atre told to sing songs with number notation together
continuously until the child memorizes, after that, the use of hand code is then applied to the child.

Fine Arts learning in Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD is carried out through coloring, drawing and collage
art activities by making simple collages with pieces of paper, cloth, painting and other materials. For coloring activities
and those related to fine arts are carried out in the morning according to the topic determined by the school and
accompanied by extracurricular teachers. In music art learning at Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD is carried out
through extra activities, namely there is extra drumband which is directly accompanied by the extra teacher.

Craft learning in Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD is carried out with various activities including making
simple origami, making simple woven works, painting on natural materials such as stones, leaves, or wood. The media
provided by the school in att activities are of various kinds as well. Among them: painting / drawing or scribbling
play tools, crayons, color paints, chalk, markers, painting boards, origami paper, dance-supporting properties such as
fans, drambund tools and angklung.

The dance learning program in kindergarten refers to a physical development program that has the aim of
developing gross motor skills in students in exercising the body to help their growth and health. Dance learning at
school has the aim of introducing various arts, one of which is dance to children so that children feel interested in
learning it. then can express their creativity through movement, from creative to useful for their level of
development.(Mahmudah & Rohmah, 2020). The material given to children is thythmic body movements, creative
movements, and the development of dance skills through songs and games in accordance with the theme of the
learning while playing activity program.

Teaching and learning  activities carried out include three stages, namely opening, explanation, and closing.
The opening begins with arranging the children to line up neatly, saying greetings and telling stories about the material
to be given (apperception) accompanied by questions and answers aimed at inviting children to imagine or imagine
about the theme of the dance. The provision of material is carried out by demonstrating movements by the teacher
from the youngest stage to the difficult stage, from footwork to the head, from starting with a count to accompanied
by music which is carried out with patience, poebuh and attention. After the children can perform the movements
accompanied by music, the teacher dances with the children while correcting inappropriate movements. The teacher
also gives children the opportunity to rest for a while. The closing stage is done to end the lesson by summarizing
the material given, and providing evaluation by asking children to come forward in turn.

The facilities needed for learning dance are a place that has enough space to be able to move, tape recorders,
cassettes, in PAUD jabal rahmah For dance activities carried out every 10.30 or 11.00 on a predetermined day. And
this dance activity is carried out after finishing the KBM. Evaluation is carried out along with the teaching and
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learning process, not in the end result. Besides providing material, the teacher also observes the children's activeness
in participating in learning.

In Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD, the main character of the children is based on Islam. However, the
school still facilitates children to develop and not race on things that smell Islamic only. Supporting facilities in
musical arts activities at Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD are dozens of drumband musical instruments that are always
used by children in musical arts training and competitions In addition, Integrated PAUD also has a special room
(hall) that children use for musical arts training and others every week. The art learning process at Jabal Rahmah
Integrated Preschool is carried out in line with the independent curriculum. For art activities carried out according
to the schedule, namely dance activities carried out on Monday, coloring carried out every Friday, public speaking
carried out every Wednesday. Meanwhile, drumband is held on every Thursday. This art extracurricular activity is
carried out after completing KBM activities, namely every 09.00-10.30.

Gunawan also defines music as a form of delivery consisting of a series of tones and or sounds that can
make the presenter and the audience happy. According to Pasaribu, music represents speech and soul. Music seeks
satisfaction. According to Yuni Krisdayanti(Krisdayanti, 2020)According to Yuni Krisdayanti (Krisdayanti, 2020),
music is the first language used by the brain and the first type of music is singing.(Yani et al., 2023). In turn, music is
a component of art, and between them are inseparable activities. A child's expetience consists of music. Playing music
will make you feel happy and joyful.

Drumband is a tubular musical instrument that can be used by beating or drumming. However, the term
"band" refers to a group or set of musical instruments that serve as the melody in a song.(Yani et al., 2023).. Wind
instruments, pitched percussion instruments, and symbals are examples. Angklung is one of the most commonly
used musical instruments in drumband to play melodies (Susilowati et al., 2015).(Susilowati et al., 2021).. In addition,
there are additional supporters, such as Gita pati or mayoret, as well as flag dancers. Overall, it can be concluded that
drumband is a musical activity.(Nasution, 2016). This activity is divided into two main parts: musical and visual.
These two activities are an interrelated whole. In addition, enthusiasm during drumband activities is very important
because it will give each child or member confidence and this is very supportive in every performance.

This drumband activity is very important for the development of musical arts for children. This is because
playing with musical instruments is very fun, even though the teacher's instructions are often outweighed by the
laughter of the children.(Ahmad Afandi, 2021). At least from here researchers can find that playing using musical
instruments is able to increase the ability to communicate more often between peers when they are practicing
together, by adjusting the tone, sound, and regular beats to make the thythm of the song pleasing to the ear. Playing
drumband has many advantages. besides improving musical art in children, it can also train motor, social and
emotional skills, cooperation, cohesiveness, discipline, concentration, and coordination.(Armeth Daud Al Kahar &
Anjani Putri, 2023).. In addition, the use of this musical instrument helps children become more disciplined. To see
the abilities possessed by children, direct practice and question and answer are the methods used.

In early childhood education apart from some of the activities that have been mentioned dance activities
also have an important role in the developmental period of children, namely helping to supply skills to face challenges
in a positive and adaptive manner. in accordance with the objectives of education in early childhood through dance
children learn the ability to think, the ability to act, the ability to learn, and the ability to live together.(Nada salwa et
al., 2022).. In Jabal Rahmah PAUD the art of dance is taught starting with a simple way to make it easier for children
to move freely first and by using music that is commonly heard so that children easily move freely and foster a sense
of pleasure towards dance activities. While practicing, children are also taught dance techniques and performance
procedures with simple languages. In the process of early childhood education, it is intended to develop all the
potential possessed by children.(Gunada, 2022). As such, the main music used at Jabal rahmah school is Islamic
music such as Arabic, Turkish, and similar instruments. although Jabal rahmah school is based on Islam, it does not
limit children to move and develop in all fields.

Through the extracurricular activity of public speaking, the children acquired the skill of speaking in front
of people, so that the goal of this activity is for children to be more courageous when speaking in English and other
languages with their friends. The children were eager to follow the whole activity from start to finish. Children who
participate in extracurricular public speaking activities because of their wishes and the wishes of their parents. Parents
want their children to express their feelings, gain confidence and dare to perform in public.

In fostering children's self-confidence, extracurricular implementation is carried out with the stages of
planning, organizing, and implementing activities. extracurricular public speaking for early childhood also requires
cooperation between extracurricular teachers, accompanying teachers, and students. In the implementation of this
extracurricular activity, the methods used are demonstration, question and answer, and performance. The
implementation of extracurricular public speaking has similarities with daily learning as in general. This extracurricular
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activity in its implementation at school is entirely handled by a public speaking extracurricular teacher specifically
provided by the school. That's why this extracurricular activity is more fun for children because it is guided by experts
and children interact a lot with other people not just their class teacher.

From various art activities carried out at PAUD Jabal Rahmabh, each activity catried out is guided directly by
extracurricular teachers making art learning activities more enjoyable. facing the challenges of children who often
feel bored and sleepy. the school provides various media used in each activity and different themes in each meeting.
the teacher in charge gives each child to try different media or different tasks at each meeting and holds the media
used directly such as drum bands, cameras for coverage, centers that have been provided at school, and various other
media make children more enthusiastic to try new things every day. in the field of art children not only interact with
their classmates but also with friends from other classes or groups who have the same interests. based on this, art
learning is not boring and more enjoyable for children.

Picture 1. Angklung Activities

Picture 2. Drumband Competition
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From the various strategies used by PAUD jabal ahmah teachers as described above, children are always
able to participate in various competition activities. so that even though religious-based schools do not limit children's
space to continue to move and hone the vatious abilities they have, especially in the atts. providing coach facilities
that are proficient in their fields supports children to appear brave and able to interact with others besides class
teachers so that children also hone their full potential.

Learning assessment is the process of collecting information systematically, thoroughly and continuously to
achieve the goals of activities carried out by children. In eatly childhood, teachers pay more attention to the process
and learning experience of children than the end result of activities. Jabal Rahmah Integrated PAUD evaluates art
activities by staging. So the child's ability is assessed from the child's courage to perform at the school closing
ceremony. As stated by one of the educators or teachers at this institution. Apart from the children's ability to do
activities every day in class, art assessment is also cartried out by performing within the school to train children's initial
mentality and measure the extent of their ability and courage so that children are more confident in showing their
actions and when there is a competition outside the school, children become more accustomed to facing
competitions.

5. Conclusion

Based on the explanation above regarding the discussion of art learning strategies in early childhood at Jabal
Rahmah PAUD, it shows that this strategy is quite varied where teachers use art learning as part of teaching and
learning activities, while extracurricular teachers conduct art activities such as art activities from extracurricular fields.
This is due to the difference between classroom teachers and extracurricular field teachers who have superior skills
and experience gained through art education. good cooperation between teachers and trainers in various art activities
is one part of a good strategy in art learning. because the learning system that has been designed by the school does
not conflict or contradict the material and the way extracurricular trainers train children's art so that the school
curticulum and achievements in order to maximise children's potential go hand in hand so that the main objectives

in early childhood education are achieved.

With the results of this study, it is hoped that it can be an example for other schools anywhere by adjusting
learning, culture and optimizing art activities with the curriculum that has been designed by each school. apart from
providing teachers who are in accordance with their fields, it is also important for every teacher in early childhood
education to take part in training in various aspects of child development. This can be a foundation for teachers to
teach various fun creativity and in accordance with what is needed by children in their developmental age. because
learning art is not only about drawing and coloring, it is also not only to train gross and fine motor skills but also to
increase cognitive development, social emotional and train mental or self-confidence levels of children. this study
still has shortcomings because it is only based on one school and one type of curriculum. therefore, it is hoped that
subsequent research can be carried out with more varied samples so that various other strategies are obtained that

can be used as references for other schools that have similar curricula.
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